
1) PROBLEM 

The main issue to which the attention is pointed in this project is the excessive driving 
speeds on motorway No 4. The main emphasis is laid on the section between 
Cracow and Brzesko, where, at the distance of about fifty kilometres, two so-called 
“black spots” have been settled. Between the period from 1999 to 2002, a total of 
seventy-five traffic accidents have been reported, seven of them having brought 
casualties. These were caused by speeding and not adopting the speed to conditions 
on the road. 

2) OBJECTIVES 

The main aim of the project was to promote proper marking of dangerous sections of 
the motorway No 4 from Cracow to Brzesko, on the whereabouts of Suchoraba 
(pictures 1 and 2) using an information table as well as speed control of cars driving 
in that area. An information sign “Slow down! An intensified speed control at the strip 
of two kilometres” was supposed to inform the driver that they are entering an 
intensified speed camera control zone. The control was supposed to be maintained 
with the nearby stationary speed camera as well as constant traffic police patrols. We 
assume that drivers informed about the intensified supervision would limit their speed 
on the section mentioned. To perform this task, a consent of the road administration 
(GDDKiA - the General Directorate for National Roads and Motorways) to install that 
notice board had to be acquired. Also, the police had to be persuaded to intensify 
their patrols on the section pointed earlier. 

3) TARGET GROUP 

This project is addressed mainly to drivers - About seventy percent of traffic 
accidents on road No 4 between Cracow and Brzesko are collisions caused by 
excessive speed. It is easily estimated that limiting the speed would lead to 
diminishing the number of accidents, bringing the benefits to the drivers. Despite the 
fact that there is little pedestrian traffic on the section considered, they take part in 
about twenty percent of the accidents. Thus, slower speeds would be beneficial to 
them either. 

4) ACTIVITIES CARRIED 

During this project, the following steps have been made: 

• Professional advice in the field of traffic safety on the concept of this 
project conducted with PhD, DSc., Eng. Stanisław Gaca of the Cracow 
University of Technology, Ilona Buttler of the Motor Transport Institute 
in Warsaw (the Polish coordinator of the Project). 

• Identifying the dangerous division of the national road No 4 on the basis 
of data provided by GDDKiA (appendix 1) 

• A conversation with junior inspector Bogusław Żurek of the Vovoideship 
Headquarters of Police in Cracow on the topic of possibilities of 
performing speed control by police patrols 



• A session with M.A., Eng. Michał Ceremuga of GDDKiA with the aim of 
obtaining a consent to installing a notice board on the lane 

• Devising a scheme on the notice board (appendix 2) and contacting the 
“WIMED” company - a producer of road signs with the purpose of 
constructing the board 

 “WIMED” company have agreed to the request 

 The board was constructed at the end of December 

 Devising and submitting application forms to the GDDKiA and 
police asking for help in the realisation of the project (appendix 
3) 

 The police have agreed to assign a patrol in order to conduct a 
speed watch. In addition, they have informed the authors that 
placing the notice boar would be possible after having obtained 
consent of the road administration (the GDDKiA), (appendix 4) 

 The GDDKiA stated that before consenting to the request, the 
application need an additional project concerning traffic 
management after settling of the notice board in the section 
considered, as well as the Police’s opinion on carrying out the 
project 

 Preparing of additional material for the GDDKiA 

5) RESULTS AND IMPACT 

Due to the fact that the consent indispensable to carrying out the project was not 
obtained, the project failed to be implemented and examined as far as its results are 
considered. Nonetheless, it has caught the attention of the Police as well as the 
GDDKiA. Additionally, the Police have declared to introduce more frequent speed 
control in the area mentioned in the project. As a result of finishing the ShLOW 
programme further realisation of the project has been temporarily suspended. There 
are plans to obtain the remaining approvals and a continuation of the programme 
around spring is being considered (or transferring it to other students). Predicted 
effects, with the cooperation of my professors will be published in a traffic periodical. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PICTURES: 

Picture 1 

 

 

Picture 2 

 

 

 



 

 

 

APPENDICES: 

Appendix 1( data from GDDKiA web site) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix 2 (A scheme on the notice board) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Appendix 4 

 


