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Barbara Joanna Bogacka

The final version of my Project carried out within the framework of the ShLOW Programme

1. Main goals of  the Project:

- making young road users sensitive to negative and often tragic consequences of driving with  

  excessive speed 

- raising awareness and promotion of responsible behaviour among young drivers;

- creating in Poland a new approach towards road safety and safe speeds: showing safe 

  driving not as a limitation or violation of individual liberty, but as an attractive lifestyle;

-  making young people realize excessive speed is the main factor contributing to road   

   accidents and casualties;  

-  presenting experts’ opinions concerning safe speeds and delivering educational materials.  

    Thus, students will have easy access to specialist knowledge. 

2. Target group and area of activity:

Students of selected Polish Universities located in Warsaw. Since road safety is a multidisciplinary field, students invited to co-operate will represent diverse academic backgrounds and areas of research. Thus, I am going to take into consideration students of the following academic institutions: Warsaw University, Warsaw School of Social Sciences and Humanities, Warsaw School of Economics, Warsaw University of Technology and Polish-Japanese Institute of Information Technology. I decided to choose students as a target group, because in Poland there is lack of education campaigns addressed exactly to them. Furthermore, I believe that my project give young people not only opportunity to extend or acquire knowledge about speed, but also inspire them to change attitude towards speed limits and to become responsible road users.  

3. Website promoting safe speeds as the final outcome of the Project

The website will have educational/prevention purpose and will be divided into several sections, e.g.:

a) students’ opinions concerning speed limits. Examples of questions: Do you happen to exceed speed limits? If yes why and how often? What’s your opinion about raising speed limits in Poland? etc.; 

b) promotion of students’ activities related to speed and road safety in general. This section will provide visitors a lot of information about conferences, university lectures, Polish and international  programmes promoting road safety addressed to students; 

c) renowned experts’ opinions concerning speed and current statistical data; 

d) presentations of selected road safety campaigns that were done before both in Poland and abroad (short films promoting road safety and encouraging road users to slow down);

e) one of the sections will contain articles, research works (MA or PhD) or its fragments that relate to speed. All the information gathered there will be a precious source of knowledge for students who are going to specialize in speed management and road safety in the future;

f) pictures of the most dangerous places on the roads in Warsaw where it is necessary to slow down and drive especially carefully;

g) the number of visits to the website will be measured regularly and the most important fragments will be translated into English. Hence, the website may be useful source of knowledge about safe speeds and road safety both for Polish and international students (visitors). 

4. Timetable of activities:

May – June 2009: meetings with students from the Universities mentioned above,  

presentations, consultations with experts;

July – September 2009: preparation of materials that to be put on the website;

September – December 2009: website is launched, implementation of the Project;

December 2009 –  beginning of January 2010: the final stage of the Project – report on achieved results.  
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